
 RECEPTION CURRICULUM INFORMATION 

St Luke and St Matthew 

Curriculum 

During this half term we will be settling the children into out Reception routines. 

Our theme this half term is ‘Tell Me A Story  

Our theme during the second half term will be ‘Our Wonderful World’. 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  

We will continue to develop positive 

relationships, establish routines and to make 

sure that the children understand the high 

behaviour expectations of them. We will be 

promoting positive relationships between 

children and adults. We will be focussing on 

sharing, turn taking and helping with tidying 

up.  Developing the confidence to try new 

things and know right from wrong.  

 

Key Vocabulary: please help me, take turns, 

good sitting, good listening, share, friends, talk 

to your adults.  

Communication and Language  

We will be focusing on a story per 

week. Reading and discussing the 

stories in depth. Talking about how 

the character feels, how they would 

feel. We will be linking some of the 

words in the stories to everyday life. 

Participate in small groups and one to 

one discussions offering their own 

ideas.   

Key Vocabulary: story, feelings, 

questions – how, when, where, who, 

why.  

Physical Development  

The children will be learning how to safely 

move around the hall. We will be doing the 

gymnastics part of the PE programme. 

Developing balance, core muscles and 

strength. The children will have access to 

the outdoors to develop strong gross motor 

skills and will have fine motor activities in 

our Continuous Provision which will all help 

to develop the muscle strength and dexterity 

as we continue to work towards a good 

pencil grip and balance and coordination. 

 

Key Vocabulary: pose, pike, balance, roll, 

pencil grip, push, pull, space, stop. 

 

Mathematical Development  

We will be continuing to follow the White 

Rose maths scheme along with the rest of 

the school. This term we will be learning 

about numbers to 10 finding 1more and 

1less, Mass and Capacity Length, Height, 

Time. Maths learning continues through the 

day as we explore maths outside, 

measuring and counting as we play.  

Key Vocabulary: Numbers, count, subitise, 

more, less, tall, short, big, small, how many, 

altogether, measure, heavy, light.  



 

Literacy   

The children will be learning letter recognition and names. They will be following Read, 
Write Inc Phonics programme to learn sounds. They will then be learning to use their 

sounds to ‘blend’ words in order to read and write them. This will be done in a variety of 
different ways such as building words with letter blocks and using magnetic letters. We will 
use the stories, rhymes and poems we are learning about to support initial reading skills, 

such as recall and sequencing. 

We will be sharing lots of stories as a class, in small groups and individually to foster an 

enjoyment of reading. Listening to and talking about stories are really important early 

reading skills and we really encourage you to share books with your children at home. 

Each week this half term we will being sharing stories which link to our theme for the week.  

It is important to ask the children what stories they have heard at school to see if they are 

able to retell the story and give information about it. 

 

Key Vocabulary: Letters, alphabet, sounds, words, read, story, initial sounds, blend, 
author, moral of the story, pictures 

 

 
Understanding the World  

We will use the stories we are reading to 
develop skills of observation, questioning and 
noticing. We will be discussing maps, rivers 

and oceans and talking about our world.   

We will be discussing the season winter and 

talk about snow, cold, dressing warm and 

how the weather affects our day.  

Key Vocabulary: World, school, map, road, 

buildings, forest, play areas, winter, cold, ice, 

snow, sleet.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD):  

We will be using different materials and 
skills to expand our learning and create.  

Using different colours to create paintings 
and murals. 

We will be exploring sounds with musical 
story and different types of transport 

sounds. 
 

Key vocabulary: collage, paint, cut, stick, 

music, sounds, beat, fast, slow, loud, 

quiet, high and low. 

 

Religious Education:  

In Early Years.the children will hear scripture as a foundation for their learning, talk about what 

Catholics believe, experience a range of adult directed and child lead activities and celebrate 

their learning, expressing their awe and wonder and learn to pray. 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Galilee to Jerusalem’. The children will learn about the 

wisement and the character of Jesus and what we can learn from Jesus.  He came for 

Everyone and looks after everyone and that we can do the same for others.  

After half term our topic will be ‘Desert to Garden’. The children will learn about the getting 

ready for Lent and it is a time to grow closer to Jesus.  Talking about the Easter story and that 

Jesus came for everyone.  

 



 

 


