
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Term  

December 2025 

St Monica’s Catholic Primary School 

Newsletter  

News from the school 

Hello and welcome to our newsletter. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading about the many activities the children 
have taken part in this term, including those linked to 
Religious Education and the Catholic life of our school. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and for attending the 
many school events this term, particularly the Christmas 
performances led by the children. These events have truly 
helped to bring festive joy and Christmas cheer to St Monica’s. 
 
We would also be grateful if you could help us spread the 
word within your local community. We currently have spaces 
available in various year groups for children wishing to join St 
Monica’s mid-year. If you have friends or family who may be 
interested in a place at our school, please encourage them to 
contact the school office for further information or to arrange 
a visit. 
 
School will close for the Christmas break today, Friday 19th 
December, and will reopen to pupils in the main school on 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 with nursery reopening on 
Thursday 8th 2026. 
 
As we begin the new year, I would like to take this opportunity 
to remind parents and carers of our school start times. 
Registration for children in Reception to Year 6 begins at 
8:50am, which means pupils should be in their classrooms 
ready for the register. The school gates will close at 8:50am, 
and any arrivals after this time will need to sign in at the 
school office. 
 

I would like to end by saying a heartfelt thank you. The support 

from our parents, staff and children has been incredible, and 

we very much look forward to welcoming everyone back in 

the new year. 

 

Wishing you all a very blessed Christmas from everyone at St 

Monica’s. 
Kind regards, 

Natalie Shanahan 

Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Our Eco Ambassadors embarked on their first official task in their new role this half term. They had the 

opportunity to plant 30 saplings that will eventually grow into Chestnut Trees. They learnt all about how 

these trees are used for sustainability and what this meant.  

 

In an exciting turn of events, one of our Ambassadors found an artefact whilst digging. The Parks Trust 

logged it and will keep us updated as to what the artefact is and from which time period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from our Eco Ambassadors 



 

 

 

We have had a great term in Nursery learning with our friends. We have been exploring outside, 

riding our bikes and being really brave with our climbing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been learning about the Angel telling Mary that she would have a baby, about Mary and 

Joseph travelling to Bethlehem and that baby Jesus was born in a stable. The children also were 

fantastic in our production of the 'Twinkly Nativity' and worked so hard to learn all the songs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Nursery 



 

 

 

This half term our theme has been Rhyme Time. We have enjoyed learning poems and reading 

rhyming stories. During Maths we have focused on learning all about number five. In RE our 

focus has been on the Nativity story. Over the last two weeks we have been very busy 

practising and performing Twinkly Nativity. We had a great time learning the songs and enjoyed 

dressing up to perform to our families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Reception 



 

 

 

We have had another busy half term in The Treehouse! We continue to start each morning and 
afternoon with our sensory circuit, which consists of 3 stages: Alerting, Organising and 
Grounding. This really helps the children get ready for learning.  
 
The children have really enjoyed Science lessons this half term. We have been looking at ‘Me and 
my interactions’. The children have been learning about their 5 senses. They like listening to 
songs about the 5 senses, joining in when they can. This is their favourite! (Harry Kindergarten 
Music) 
 
We have had individual lessons on each sense. Most children enjoyed ‘taste’ – tasting a variety of 
different foods and ‘smell’ – smelling different essential oils. 
The most fun was had with ‘touch’! We set up two tuff trays with ‘Christmas’ themed pictures 
using jelly, cream, sprinkles, broken biscuits and blueberries. More tasting also happened this 
week! 
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring our senses: Hear 

 

      

 

 

News from the Tree House 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have had a fantastic half term and look forward  
to the new term and seeing you all again in 2026! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 1 

Year One has had a busy half term from creating finger puppets in DT to taking part in the Nativity 
with year two. For our finger puppets the children started their first lesson with researching 
different ones so that they understood the concept of what one was. They also looked at different 
design features before understanding what a mock-up was and making their own. The children 
were fantastic with making their mock ups and making their final products. They learned how to 
use design and different materials for their final product.  
 
 
 
 

We also worked hard on learning our words and songs for the Nativity. We have all thoroughly enjoyed this 

half term.  

 



 

 

 

Children in year 2 have been working very hard this term.  
 
In our DT lessons we designed and made a snapping animal toy with a mechanism. We explored 
those mechanisms are something that allows movement. We had fun designing our own 
animal head to put on the toy.  
 

     

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

In science we have been exploring life cycles, especially life cycles that involve metamorphosis. 
We created the life cycle of a butterfly using a paper plate and pasta. 
 

 

All the Key stage 1 children have been working collaboratively to learn songs and lines for our 
Nativity performance "Do the Christmas Rock." We hope that many of you had the opportunity to 
enjoy the performances. 
 

News from Year 2 



 

 

 

In literacy we have been using the Roald Dahl story ‘Esio Trot’ to inspire our writing. First, we 
read part of the story and then acted out what the two main characters would say to each other.  
 
We focused on how to write expanded noun phrases to support us in writing character 
descriptions. Then we learnt how to use inverted commas to show the conversations between 
characters.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Black History Month in Year 3, we listened to Martin Luther King’s speech ‘I have a dream’. 
We talked about our hopes and dreams for the future and shared how we might be able to 
achieve them. This is our new corridor display in our Year 3 cloakroom. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 3 



 

 

 

In our science topic, we have investigated the way that sound travels. We experimented passing 
sound through a string and how it would sound at different lengths or when the string was tight 
or loose. The children were fascinated that you could hear messages pass through string and 
cups! 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

The children have loved learning about Georgia O’Keefe, the artist. They have particularly enjoyed 
creating their own paintings and experimenting with the different colours that she uses. Whilst 
painting, we talked about realism, texture and proportion. Their final art pieces turned out 
brilliantly! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

During October, across the school, the children were learning about different significant black 
historical figures and their impact on the world. EYFS learnt about Mary Seacole whilst Key Stage 
1 studied Rosa Parks and Bessie Coleman. Key Stage 2 researched Martin Luther King, Harriet 
Tubman, Katherine Johnson and Pablo Fanque.  
 
To commemorate Remembrance Day on 11th November, the children took part in a respectful 2-
minute silence, reflecting on ideas about bravery and sacrifice. All children took park in a 
Remembrance lesson in their history lesson that week, finding out facts about what 
remembrance means, soldiers’ stories, the meaning of memorials, evacuees and who 
contributed to the war effort.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

News from Year 4 



 

 

 

Year 5 children have been transformed into budding electrical engineers this term, diving into the 
fascinating world of electricity and circuits as part of their science curriculum. 
 
The children started by learning the fundamental components of an electric circuit: a power 
source (battery), a load (a bulb or motor), and connecting wires. They successfully built simple 
series circuits, observing how the energy flows in a continuous loop to light a bulb. They used 
this hands-on experience to test conductivity of materials using a simple circuit.  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 5 

"Have a warm, sparky, and 

electrifying Christmas from all of us 

in Year 5!" 



 

 

 

 

                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 6 

In Literacy, we have been 
sequencing the key events of our 
class text in preparation for 
writing our own diary entries. 
The children really enjoyed this 
collaborative planning process 
and worked brilliantly together. 

 

In RE, pupils have been working in groups to share 
their thoughts, ideas and reflections. This has given 
them a valuable opportunity to listen to one another 
and deepen their understanding through discussion. 

 

 VICTORIAN DAY 

One of our highlights this term was travelling back in 
time to the Victorian era. Spending the day as 
Victorian schoolchildren was a truly eye-opening 
experience! We followed a traditional timetable, 
taking part in activities such as chanting times tables, 
practising handwriting and completing drills in the 
playground. Some of the children even said they 
preferred Victorian school life! 
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CAFOD Fundraising 

We also enjoyed taking part in CAFOD activities. The children planned, prepared and ran their 
own stalls for the rest of the school to visit. They showed fantastic teamwork, creativity and 
enthusiasm throughout and raised an amazing £426.46 for CAFOD. 

. 

 

DEBATE WORK 

Another class favourite this term has been our debates. After researching the topic “Animals in 
Captivity”, the children prepared arguments for both sides of the issue. We then held a whole-
class debate, with pupils splitting into two teams. It was a hugely positive experience, and the 
children expressed how much they enjoyed developing their speaking and listening skills. Many 
are already asking to do more debates in the future! 

. 

 

SCIENCE 

In Science, we have been exploring the topic of light. The children had great fun working 
together to design and create their own periscopes. 

We are very much looking forward to more exciting learning opportunities next term! 
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A massive congratulations to the Year 5/6 basketball team who came 2nd in Milton Keynes 

meaning St Monica’s have now got 2 medals from 2 competitions. From this, we have now had 3 

girls and 2 boys sign up for the Milton Keynes Breakers basketball club for free due to the skills 

they have shown”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term we were lucky enough to welcome back Chantelle who is a former student of St 

Monica’s. She has had an amazing journey in basketball and is now playing for England u16 girls 

and team GB! She has kindly gifted the school an England jersey for us to keep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Updates 



 

 

 

Our wrap-around care is full of fun, laughter, and adventure! Children enjoy a variety of games, indoor and 
outdoor play, and endless opportunities to explore, create, and make friends.  
 
We also host exciting events throughout the year, like Rainbows’ Got Talent, seasonal celebrations, and 
special themed activities!  
 
A safe, inclusive, and super fun space awaits your children — before and after school, every day!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Register your child today at stmonicascatholicprimaryschool.ipalbookings.com and join the fun!  
 

 

Rainbow Club 

https://stmonicascatholicprimaryschool.ipalbookings.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOSM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dentist Visit 

On Monday 17th November, we were very 
lucky to have Dillan and Olivia, from the 
Sorriso Design Dental Clinic, visit the 
school to speak to the children about 
dental hygiene. 

The children asked some carefully 
thought-out questions after the 
presentation, which covered: how to 
look after your teeth, dental hygiene and 
good and bad foods to eat. 

We hope the children can give you some 
good feedback and tell you all about how 
to keep your teeth clean. 

There are leaflets in the main reception 
area if you would like to know more 
about their clinic. 

 

 

Dental Hygiene Competition 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of the children who entered the competition. The school 
council found it very hard to choose the winners. 

We would also like to thank Aspect Dental surgery for donating the amazing prizes. 

Mrs Hayes and Mrs Patel 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance figures 


