
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term  

April 2025 

St Monica’s Catholic Primary School 

Newsletter  

News from the school 

Hello and welcome to our newsletter 

 

 
What a term it has been, the children have 
worked so hard and have achieved so 
many wonderful things.  
 

 
Thank you for your continued support and 
for attending all of our events such as 
‘stay and pray’, books over breakfast, the 
Easter play and for supporting our charity 
events. We have lots of wonderful events 
planned for the summer term and we look 
forward to sharing them with you.  
 

 
I hope you all have a lovely and safe 
Easter break. 
 

 

Ms Shanahan 

 

 

Easter Prayer  
Heavenly Father, 
As we celebrate the resurrection of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, we give thanks for the 
hope and joy Easter brings. Bless our 
school community—children, parents, and 
staff—that we may grow in faith, love, and 
unity. 
Fill our homes with peace and kindness, 
and guide our children to walk in Christ’s 
light. May this Easter renew our spirits 
and inspire us to live with compassion and 
grace. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Nursery this half term we have been learning all about 
our wonderful world. We have enjoyed learning about 
Pirates, Space, Dinosaurs, People who help us and how we 
get ready for Easter during Lent. The children particularly 
enjoyed taking the grown-ups to 'jail' and looking after them 
in our doctors' surgery. The children have really been trying 
hard to earn ' kindness dojos' in Nursery by using kind 
words, helping their friends and sharing with them. It has 
been a great half term! 

News from Nursery 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 1 

This term has been extremely busy and full of learning 

for year one.  

Our highlights include a wonderful topic day. Our 

History topic was all about monarchs where we 

learned about the previous queens that have ruled. We 

launched our topic with a fun day where we dressed up 

in our royal attire and made crowns for ourselves.  

During this term we also went on our trip to Thrift 

Farm. In our Science lessons we had learned about 

how animals are classified into different groups. It was 

great to see all the animals at the farm. It was a 

fantastic experience as we got to touch many of the 

animals and even feed some of them. We were also 

very lucky as it didn't rain!  

We have also enjoyed our RE topics which more 

recently was based around Holy Week where the 

children were immersed into the events that lead upto 

Jesus' resurrection. To support the children's learning 

they have been exposed to Bible accessible readings 

and opportunities which allow them to live out their 

understanding.  

We have seen lots of progress with the children's 

reading this term. Please keep listening to your child 

read everyday and support them in learning their 

spellings.  

Thank you for your continuedsupport with your child's 

learning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 2 

In Year 2, our young chefs have been busy designing and making sensational salads as part of their DT 
unit on food preparation! Throughout this topic, they have explored the importance of healthy eating 
and learned about where our fruits and vegetables come from. They practised a variety of cutting 
techniques, including the bridge hold to safely slice through larger ingredients, the claw grip to keep 
fingers tucked away while chopping, and the fork secure technique to hold food steady for careful 
cutting. Carefully selecting and preparing their own delicious and nutritious fruit salads, they 
considered flavour, texture, and colour. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our zones of regulation lessons, we have been looking at the four different zones. We 
discussed how our body feels inside and how it looks to others from the outside.  We have been 
working on communicating our emotions and sharing ideas for how we can get back to the 
green zone so that we are calm, focused and ready to learn. 

 

News from Year 3 

In literacy, we have been learning about non- chronological reports. We identified the features 
in lots of the books in our reading corner and library and then created our own leaflet about 
humans to link with our science topic. 

 

Our geography topic this half term was rivers and canals and we learnt all about lots of famous 
rivers across the world, as well as some UK rivers. We labelled a diagram of the journey of a 
river from its source all the way to the mouth, where it meets the sea. Some children even 
created their own rivers as homework! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 4 

Year 4 have been busy learning, rehearsing and performing their school play.  The title of the play 
was Amazing Love and the children learnt all about God's love for them.  It was with great 
enthusiasm that they performed the Easter Story with a combination of acting and singing parts. 

For those who attended the performances, we would like to say a huge thank you and hope that you 
enjoyed watching the children enjoy every minute of their time on the stage - a proud moment for all. 

Here are a selection of the program covers that children designed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 have had a very 'constructive' term. We've designed a box to successfully (in most 
cases!) drop a fresh egg from height, without it breaking. Then most recently, we've constructed 
hydraulic (water/liquid) and pneumatic (air/gas) cranes out of lolly stocks with syringes taped 
on. Great fun! 

News from Year 5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 6 

Year 6 have worked hard recreating artwork in the style of Henri Rousseau. We explored the 
different layers to a painting. First, we created a backwash using 'cold colours' from a watercolour 
palette. Then we created a middle ground using forest-like colours with acrylic paint. Finally, we 
produced our foreground which included animals such as cheetahs, birds, monkeys, snakes and 
giraffes. We enjoyed exploring a different artist and it has given confidence to look at other artists 
and mediums in the future. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Treehouse 

This half term, in our literacy learning, we have continued to look at a variety of texts both in written 
format and more multi-sensory. A particular favourite with the children has been the story of ‘The 
dinosaur that pooped a pirate’. The children enjoyed listening to the story, learning words from the 
text and interacting with the pirate ships. We continue to explore our phonics sounds and support 
children where they are in their phonics journey. 

In Maths we continue to listen to a variety of songs to support all children’s understanding of the 
concept we are learning. The children enjoyed learning about ‘Position and Direction’, using dinosaurs 
and teddies to explore the words ‘on’, ‘under’, ‘in front’ and ‘behind’. The children have been learning 
‘left’ and ‘right’. 

In our RE lessons, all children enjoyed sharing bread and eating pancakes! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rainbow Club 

Come and join our lively and thriving 

Breakfast and After School Club! 

We have a wide range of activities to 

meet the needs of every child in a fully 

inclusive environment. 

We are open from 7.30am until 6.00pm and offer great value for money with every session 

providing a nutritious snack. 

 

Please check us out and sign up on our school website.  

 

Alternatively email rainbowclub@st-monicas.co.uk for further information. Our fully trained 

staff offer a friendly service and give you reassurance that your children will be well cared 

for. 

mailto:rainbowclub@st-monicas.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of St Monica’s (FOSM) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Property 

Please can you make sure your child’s full name is on each item of school uniform which they 
bring to school as we have had a lot of lost property already this year. If your child’s property 
is named clearly it is likely to get back to them very quickly - unnamed uniform is much more 
likely to remain unrecovered. 

 Looking for Name Labels? 

Name labels are the latest initiative from (our PTA) FOSM. 

St Monica’s is registered with Stikins, a family owned business, which promotes a school 

fundraising scheme through which the school can receive 30% commission on every order 

placed quoting the school reference number (21229). 

 Why choose Stikins Name Labels? 

1. Easy to use! 

Stikins ® name labels are made of an advanced material; all you have to do is stick them 

onto the wash-care label of clothes. They are a one-size, multipurpose label, which can 

also be used on school items such as shoes, plastic boxes, water bottles, pencil cases etc. 

2. Help your school! 

For each order placed ordering St Monica’s unique code (21229), we earn 30% commission 

for the school. You can order online (http://www.stikins.co.uk/), over the phone (01270 

668076) or by using the order form on the leaflet we’ve given you. If you use the link on the 

uniform page of our school’s website, the school’s code is automatically filled in for you. 

https://st-monicas.co.uk/information/uniform-and-dress-code/ 

http://www.stikins.co.uk/
https://st-monicas.co.uk/information/uniform-and-dress-code/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parking 

We constantly have complaints from neighbours about disruption from parking, particularly at 

the end of the school day. Please can you park observing the rules of the road, including with 

regard to stopping in the middle of the road and parking on yellow lines. Please do not block 

parking spaces, junctions, driveways or park on corners of the paths. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Attendance figures 

Class
% 

Attendance

St. 

Catherine
96.3

St. 

Joseph
96.1

St. Lucy 96

St. Peter 95.7

St. 

Therese
95.6

St. 

Augustine
95

St. James 94.5

St. 

Thomas
93.7

St. 

Francis
92.8

St. Joan 92.6

St. Clare 90.9

St. Mark 90.6

Average 94.2



 

     Summer Term Key Dates 

Date Event Time 

22/04/2025  Children return to school  

23/04/2025 St George’s Day – Red House can wear red clothes 

29/04/2025 Year 5 Stay & Pray 9am 

30/04/2025 Nursery Open Evening 5-6pm 

05/05/2025 Bank Holiday – School Closed 

06/05/2025 Rescheduled Guitar Festival – Christ the Cornerstone Church 130-3pm 

06/05/2025 Year 6 Residential Meeting 530-630pm 

07/05/2025 Year 1 Stay & Pray 9am 

08/05/2025 Year 3 Verulamium Trip 

08/05/2025 Nursery Open Day 2-3pm 

12/05/2025- 
15/05/2025 

Year 6 SATS Breakfast Monday - Thursday  8am every day 

15/05/2025 Your Choice, Your Voice Day 

16/05/2025 TBC Year 6 Cinema trip 

19/05/2025 Year 2 Assessment week 

20/05/2025 Year 6 STEMx Race Day Experience  

21/05/2025 Year 6 STEMx Race Day Experience  

23/05/2025 School Closes for May Half term at the end of the day 

24/05/2025 May Half Term Holidays 

02/06/2026 Inset day – School closed to children 

03/06/2025 Children return to school 

03/06/2025 Year 4 Multiplications checks week 

06/06/2025 Class Photos 

10/06/2025 September 25 Nursery Parents Information Evening 6-7pm 

11/06/2025 Year 5 Taster Day at St Pauls 

12/06/2025 FOSM Special Gents Gift Sale 

13/06/2025 Year 4 Taster Day at St Pauls 

16/06/2025 Ark Farm visiting Reception & Nursery  

17/06/2025 KS2 Music Festival at the Ridgeway Centre 1-2:30pm 

17/06/2025 September 25 Reception Parents Information Evening 6-7pm 

18/06/2025 KS1 Music Festival at the Ridgeway Centre 1-2:30pm 

19/06/2025 Nursery & Reception Sports Day Time tbc 

23/06/2025 School Council at St Pauls 9:30am-12:30pm 

23/06/2025 Year 3 & 4 Spelling Bee 1-3pm 

24/06/2025 Year 5 & 6 Spelling Bee 9-11am 

24/06/2025 Year 1 & 2 Spelling Bee  1-3pm 

25/06/2025 Catholic Primary Schools Sports Day at St Pauls 

26/06/2025 KS2 Sports Day Time tbc 

27/06/2025 Year 6 Manor Adventure Residential Trip  

29/06/2025 Year 6 Manor Adventure Residential Trip returns Approx. 7pm 

01/07/2025 KS1 Sports Day Time tbc 

03/07/2025 Year 4 Mead Open Farm Trip 

04/07/2025 Culture Day 

04/07/2025 FOSM Summer Fete 
 

08/07/2025 Year 2 College Lake Trip 

09/07/2025 Transition Day 

11/07/2025 Year 6 Leavers Mass Time tbc 

15/07/2025 Year 6 Leavers Disco 1-3pm 

18/07/2025 School Closes for Summer Holidays at the end of the day 

19/07/2025 Summer Holidays 

03/09/2025 Children Return to School 
 

Diary Dates The dates below are subject to change 

 


