St Monica’s Catholic Primary School

Newsletter

News from the school

Hello and welcome to our newsletter

As we come to the end of what has been a busy and
productive first half of the autumn term, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued
support and involvement in school life. It has been a
wonderful start to the academic year, filled with learning,
laughter and a real sense of community.

It has been lovely to see so many of you in school over the
past few weeks — attending our information evenings and
liturgies. Your presence and encouragement make such a
difference to the children and to our staff, and we are
incredibly grateful for the strong partnership we share
with our families.

| would also like to extend a very warm welcome to all our
new children, families and staff who have joined St
Monica’s this term. Settling into a new school can be both
exciting and challenging, but we hope you already feel at
home and part of our St Monica’s family. Please do speak
to us if we can support you in any way — our door is
always open.

Across the school, children have shown enthusiasm and
commitment to their learning. From our youngest pupils in
Reception who have embraced new routines so
confidently, to our Year 6 children who have shown
fantastic leadership and maturity, we are so proud of all of
them.

As we finish for half term today, Friday 24th October, |
would like to wish everyone a relaxing and enjoyable
break. We hope you take the time to rest, recharge and
spend quality time with family and friends. We look
forward to welcoming the children back to school on
Monday 3rd November 2025, refreshed and ready for
another successful half term.

Ms Shanahan



News from RE

EYFS Liturgy

The children and Parents were invited to attend a |

Parents please come and place the
card with your child's name in the
basket.

Welcome Liturgy at the beginning of the term. It
was a lovely occasion in which we

celebrated the beginning of each child's journey
with us at St Monica's. The children received a
special gift of our unique school prayer

which was presented to them by some Year 6
friends and parents brought forward a prayerful
intention for their child. Each child was
welcomed by their name and collectively we
prayed together for each child. Thank you to all
those parents who attended.

St Monica's School Prayer

Bless our school,
Let Trust, Respect and Love live here.

Trust in one another, show respect to
one another and love for life itself.

Let us rememober, it takes many hands
to build a school,

But it takes many hearts and minds to
make it a happy place in which to
work.

Father Emmanuel

We were very grateful to invite Fr
Emmanuel and Fr Chris to
celebrate Mass with us for the
beginning of our school year. The
children took part in the Mass with
readings, bidding prayers and the
offertory. It was a beautiful,
prayerful occasion. They also made
visits to our KS1 children took part
which was wonderful.

Amen

Rosaries for the children

We are very grateful to the Catenians
for donating a set of rosary beads for
each child in our school. It is
extremely generous and the children
were very happy indeed. Please
encourage your children to pray the
rosary, not only during the months of
Mary, October and May, but throughout
the whole year. Mrs Wheatley is in the
process of organising a rosary club - so
watch this space!
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News from Nursery

The Nursery children have settled so well this term and we have had so much fun together. The
children have learned the new Nursery routines, enjoyed selecting toys to play with, made new
friends, been colour hunters, learnt how to make the sign of the cross, learnt that God made the
world, He made and loves us all and we are welcomed into God's family through Baptism. The
children enjoyed Baptising their babies! The children have also enjoyed talking about families and
babies. The children shared how babies are carried in Ghana and Jamaica! What a fabulous

first term we have had.

Fun times in nursery

God Made me

Learning about Baptism

How babies are carried in
Ghana and Jamaica




News from Reception

We are so proud of all the children in Reception who have settled so well into the new school
year. It has been a pleasure to get to know them and see them develop new friendships. This
term our learning has been based around the Marvellous Me. As part of our RE topic we have
learnt about Baptism and in Maths some of our learning has been about patterns.




News from the Tree House

This half term, all the children have settled beautifully into the school routine and are coming in
each day with big smiles, ready to learn! They have been making new friends and showing great
effort across all areas of their learning. A particular highlight this half term has been reading the
story “Yummy Yummy Food for My Tummy” - the children loved joining in with the actions and bringing
the story to life. They have also enjoyed lots of sensory experiences, especially during our “Your
Voice, Your Choice” day, where they explored tuff trays with flour and rice. In some of our PSHE
sessions, the children have been learning about the importance of brushing their teeth and

keeping them healthy. All children have been practising brushing their teeth. What a fantastic
start to the school year!




News from Year 1

Year 1 have been busy creating artwork inspired by the artist Wassily Kandinsky. We explored
how he used shapes, lines and bold colours to show feelings and movement. The children then
used his ideas to paint their own firework explosions, mixing bright colours and swirling patterns
to fill their pages with energy and sparkle! Each masterpiece is bursting with colour and
excitement — just like a real firework display in the night sky.




News from Year 2

In RE this term year 2 have been learning about Stewardship and looking at how Pope Francis
instructed us, through Laudato Si, to take care of God's world. Everyone collected some fallen
twigs, leaves, pine cones, acorns and conkers and created some amazing bug hotels that we put
around our school playground.

In literacy we have been reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. We have been doing lots of
descriptive writing about Charlie Bucket, the impressive chocolate room at Mr Wonka's chocolate
factory, and looking at how stories are structured with a beginning, middle and end. This week we
have been writing a retell of Roald Dahl's famous book. We even got to make our own chocolate -
it was delicious!
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News from Year 3

In Year 3, the children have been learning all about pre- history with a focus on The Stone Age to
The Iron Age. They have learnt all about pre-historic housing, diets and clothing. The children
also now have lots of new knowledge about Stone Henge. To link with this, the children created
their own artwork inspired by Stone Henge. They used paint to create a tint for their background
and then created a silhouette foreground of Stone Henge.




News from Year 4

Ancient Egyptians

In Year 4, the children have been learning about the Ancient Egyptians. They've studied Andy
Warhol and designed some sarcophaguses in the style of his work. They also used their
knowledge of proportion and portraits to create a Tutankhamun sketch, which they shaded using
pencil. We then looked at papyrus paper and discussed how we could make paper look aged for
our own artwork. After tea staining the paper, crumpling it and tearing the edges, the children
created some wonderful pharaoh sketches, which they completed using water and colour for the
hieroglyphics.

In RE the children have been learning about the History of Abraham and the convent he made
with God. The children have been reflecting about what it means to have faith in God and have
been thinking about the ways in which they pray. We discussed why the altar is such an
important part of the church and the children had a go at building their own altars out of Lego.
We had lots of fun!




News from Year 5

Ancient Greeks

This half term, in line with our topic on the Ancient Greeks, Year 5 have been making
Greeks pots. We designed them and then had great fun with Clay! This was our inspiration.

Art work created by children

This was our inspiration

A S .

L R TR
LML e

Year 5
Greek Pots




News from Year 6

Year 6 had an exciting day at the zoo this week, bringing their science topic on Evolution and
Inheritance to life! They observed a wide range of animals, comparing their features and
adaptations to understand how species evolve to survive in different environments. The visit was

a fantastic opportunity to connect classroom learning with the real world. A fun and educational
day was had by all!




Sports Updates

A fantastic first half term for sport and PE here at St Monica's where we have had some great
success across Key Stage 2. Our teams have played amazing in every game but most importantly
they have demonstrated the school values in every moment possible, we have shown an
enormous amount of sportsmanship even when things don't go our way which makes us all
proud here at St Monica's.

We have competed at 4 Catholic sports events, winning 3 of the 4.

Our Year 5/6 boys football team came second in the Milton Keynes football league, losing just two
games and qualifying for the county finals.

We have hosted a Year 3/4 Handball festival giving 27 children an opportunity to represent the
school.

Next half term we have even more sports events including our first swimming competition, Year
3/4 dodgeball, Milton Keynes basketball league, Handball for year 1/2 and an SEN Inclusion
festival in December.
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Friends of St Monica’s (FOSM)

Over the past 12 months, FOSM has funded new playground markings, storage units, sports
equipment, a table tennis table, and a wonderful new reading corner. Our summer fete was
another great success, thanks to everyone’s support.

Looking ahead, we're keen to keep offering fun events and great experiences for our pupils, but
we urgently need more volunteers. If you can spare some time, please get in touch — your help
makes a real difference!

THE FOSM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS OTHERWISE IT WILL CLOSE DOWN. IF YOU CAN HELP WITH
SOME EVENTS, PLEASE EMAIL US ON:

FOSM@ST-MONICAS.CO.UK




Competition Time

Our Well-being focus this term is ‘DENTAL HYGIENE'.

We are talking to the children about how to clean their teeth and keep them
healthy.

We are very lucky and excited to have a Dentist coming into talk to the
children about Dental hygiene and healthy eating. They will be visiting us in
November.

Our school Council have arranged a ‘COMPETITION’ for all key stages to join in.
Early years - complete a colouring.

KS1 - Design a poster.

KS2 - Write an acrostic poem.

All of these entries will have a Dental hygiene theme and there will be a prize
for the winner of each stage...

Closing date: 07'" November 2025

Please remember to wright your name and hand it to Mrs Hayes or Mrs Patel

The winners will be announced on the 14th of November.




Attendance figures
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Attendance
Matters

Every student. Every day.

Group

o

Attendance
St. James 98.3
St. Augustine 97.8
St. Mark 97.2
5t. Peter 96.8
St. Clare 94.8
Totals 94.7
St. Joan 94.6
St. Lucy 94.5
St. Therese 934
5t. Catherine 93.2
St. Francis 928
5t. Thomas 92.6
5t. Joseph 89.6




