
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term  

February 2026 

St Monica’s Catholic Primary School 

Newsletter  

News from the school 

  

 Hello and welcome to our school newsletter. 

As we head into the half-term break, I wanted to send a huge 
thank you to all our families. 

I am so proud of the children; their hard work and energy this 
term has been wonderful to see. Whether it was diving into 

the Book Swap, smashing goals on TT Rockstars Day, or 
joining us for Stay and Prays and Anxiety Awareness Day, 
your support makes these events such a success. It’s the 

partnership between home and school that makes our 
community feel like a family, and we truly appreciate you 

being involved every step of the way. 

We can’t wait to see everyone back on Monday 23rd February 
for what will hopefully be some brighter, sunnier days as we 
continue our journey toward Easter. Until then, enjoy the rest! 

Ms Shanahan 

 

A Half-Term Prayer 

Dear God, 

Thank you for a fantastic term and for all the things we have 
learned. Please bless our families with a week of rest, 

laughter, and fun. Help us to come back refreshed and ready 
to grow together. 

Amen 



 

 

 

 

Our School Council have had a wonderful half term. The School Council have raised awareness of the fact 
that some families don’t have everything they need for new born babies and children. As a result, they 
have successfully held a charitable campaign where they collected items for the charity Baby Basics. Last 
week the School Council delivered the items to the charity that were collected in school and then the 
children participated in some charitable work by helping Baby Basics organise all of the items collected 
before making up packs for families in need.  

 
Thank you for your incredible number of contributions to such a worthwhile cause, all of the efforts were 
very much appreciated by the charity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all your contributions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from our Eco Ambassadors 



 

 

 

Reception children have been very busy learning and developing skills through traditional 
tales.  We have covered stories like the little red hen, little red riding hood, the enormous turnip, 
the elves and the shoemaker and the 3 Billy goats gruff. We have learnt about vegetables that 
grow above and under the ground. Made castles and buildings and looked at maps learning how 
to distinguish rivers and oceans on a map. We have enjoyed learning through play and sharing 
our ideas with teachers and friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Reception 



 

 

 

We have had another busy half term in The Treehouse! The Sensory Circuits continue to support 
the children – they particularly enjoy the ‘alerting’ stage with running and jumping around our 

classroom. 
 

In Maths this half term we have been looking at ‘Number’. The children have enjoyed listening to 

and joining in with number songs. We have been practicing our counting and using physical 
resources to support this. 
 

In English, the children have listened to ‘Incy Wincy Spider’. They enjoyed joining in with the 
rhyme 

and doing the actions. When we read ‘The Gingerbread Man’, they used drums to keep the beat to 

‘Run, run, as fast as you can! You can’t catch me I’m the Gingerbread man’. 
 

All the children have been trying hard with their independence skills. We are encouraging them 
all to 

put on their own shoes and coats. Thank you for your support with this and practicing at home 
too! 
        

  

Incy Wincy Spider artwork 
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News from the Tree House 



 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 1 

This half term in Art, Year 1 have been exploring different techniques to represent weather and the 
seasons.  
 
The children experimented with a range of tools and materials including blow painting, string painting, 
bubble wrap printing and collage to create different effects and textures. They learned how colours and 

textures can help show the feeling of each season.  
 
For their final pieces, the children made some seasonal artwork based on their favourite season. We are 
so proud of their creativity and confidence in using new skills.   
 
 
 

We also worked hard on learning our words and songs for the Nativity. We have all thoroughly enjoyed this 

half term.  

 



 

 

 

In maths we have been exploring shape; we used lolly sticks to create 2d shapes and count the 
edges of the shapes. We discussed the number of edges and the name of the shapes. We then 
made links between the number of edges and the number of vertices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

In science this term we have been busy exploring plants. First, we looked at the difference 
between a seed and a bulb. Then we looked at how to plant bulbs. We are watching them grow 
everyday! 

  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 2 



 

We have also conducted an investigation to identify what conditions a seed needs to germinate. 
Water and no light, light and no water, no water and no light or both water and light. We will 
conclude our experiment next week. 

 

 
 

 
 

In music this term, we have busy exploring the different sounds found in different locations, such 
as the coast, the countryside and the city. In our final lessons we composed and performed our 
own composition of environmental sounds.  

   

  
     

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from Year 3 



 

 
 
 

 
This half term in Year 3 the children have enjoyed writing linked to our history topic of The 
Romans. They wrote some fantastic persuasive letters asking the centurion to allow them to join 
the Roman army and also created some persuasive adverts to encourage others to join. Take a 
look. Can you spot any of the persuasive devices we used?  

 
       

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 3 



 

 

 

In Year 4, we have been learning about Anglo-Saxon England.  We learned about how they used 
wattle and daub to construct their walls and then we used clay, pipe cleaners and water to 
experiment with the technique.  Here are a few pictures of our walls.  They dried hard and would 
provide protection from the weather if they were bigger! 

  

We have also been learning about how electrical circuits work and have been using scientific 
vocabulary to describe them.  We used equipment in school and also simulations on the 
computer.   

 
 
  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you visit this website https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/circuit-construction-kit-dc, you can talk 

about our electricity topic with your child and have fun investigating circuits. 

 

 

 

 

  

News from Year 4 

https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/circuit-construction-kit-dc


 

 

 

Year 5 have had a great half term. After we completed sewing our splendid cushions (see photo), 
we have had loads of fun learning about our Solar System - and in particular, trying to recreate 
the distances of the planets from the sun (one millionth of the distance!) on a rainy day. We are 
looking forward to visiting the National Space Centre on 10th February.   

  

  

  

  

  

 

             

 

 

 

 

Our students recently enjoyed an inspiring visit to the National Space Centre, where learning 

truly went out of this world! During the trip, students explored interactive galleries, learned 

about space exploration and satellite technology, and experienced the wonders of the universe 

through engaging exhibits and presentations. The visit brought classroom learning to life and 

sparked curiosity, enthusiasm, and plenty of great questions about science, space, and future 

careers. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

News from Year 5 



 

 

 

  

    

                                                                                                            

  

 

  

In History, we’ve been digging into the archives, uncovering the fascinating evolution of the 
census. 

The children really enjoyed this collaborative planning process and worked brilliantly together. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 6 

What a whirlwind of a half term it has been! Our Year 6 pupils have balanced hard work with 
high energy, showing true resilience during their SATs assessments in the hall. Beyond the 
testing, we have come together for meaningful whole-class prayer and liturgy, strengthening 
our bonds as a community. 

 

In the classroom, we’ve turned into young scientists 
and historians. We were fascinated to discover the 
"double-loop" journey blood takes through the heart, 
even creating physical models to see the process in 
action!  

 



 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined our "Stay and Pray" session. Reflecting on the 
kindness of Saint Therese alongside our families was a true highlight. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we ended on a high with Number Day, where our Year 6s took the lead as teachers! 
Seeing them plan and deliver maths sessions with such patience and care was wonderful, and 
the feedback from across the school confirmed what we already knew: our Year 6s are 
exceptionally kind and caring role models. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                   

 

 

     



 

 

 

Friends of St Monica’s – We Need Your Help! 

Friends of St Monica’s urgently needs more volunteers. Without additional support, we may have 
to close, meaning our children would miss out on many of the wonderful events and extras we 
organise throughout the year. 

Volunteering doesn’t require a big-time commitment — every little bit of help makes a difference. 

If you can spare any time to help, please get in touch. Let’s work together to keep these special 
experiences going for our children. 
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Parking 

We constantly have complaints from neighbours about disruption from parking, particularly at 

the end of the school day. Please can you park observing the rules of the road, including with 

regard to stopping in the middle of the road and parking on yellow lines. Please do not block 

parking spaces, junctions, driveways or park on corners of the paths. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance figures 


