
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost Term  

July 2026 

zġ _ĆĀíÎÀ˫Ě -ÀġëĆúíÎ sĖíÿÀĖĴ zÎëĆĆú

Newsletter  

News from the school  

Hello and welcome to our final newsletter this academic year.  

As we reach the end of an incredible academic year, I wanted to take 
a moment to reflect on everything we have achieved together. From 
school trips and culture days to our rockstar activities a nd sports 
events, it has been a thoroughly enjoyable year filled with fantastic 
learning opportunities.  

Your children have been wonderful, and your continued support as 
parents has been equally invaluable. We truly are a great school 
community. 

To our wonderful Year 6 children and any other pupils who are 
moving on, we wish you the very best of luck in your new schools. 
µÙ ÷ĀĆĲ ĴĆĥ˫úú ÎĆĀġíĀĥÙ ġĆ ĚëíĀÙ ÀĀÓ ÷ÙÙē ĆĥĖ ÿíĚĚíĆĀ ĚġÀġÙÿÙĀġ
Ĳíġë ĴĆĥː ˪ZÙġ ¢ĖĥĚġˋ vÙĚēÙÎġ ÀĀÓ ZĆıÙ úíıÙ ëÙĖÙː˫ 

It is also with sadness that we say goodbye to Mrs Moffat, Mrs Bates, 
_ĖĚ vÙëÿÀĀ ÀĀÓ _Ě _ÀĖíÀː ¢ëÀĀ÷ ĴĆĥ æĆĖ ÙıÙĖĴġëíĀç ĴĆĥ˫ıÙ ÌĖĆĥçëġ
to our school this year, we wish you all the best in your next steps.  

Thank you again for a wonderful year. I wish you all a very happy, 
safe, and relaxing summer with your families.  

We look forward to seeing you all back for another great year on 
Thursday 3rd September. 

Warm regards, 

Ms Shanahan 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the wonderful year we have shared together. Thank 
you for all the things we have learned, the fun we have had, and the 
friendships that have grown.  

We look back with grateful hearts, and we look forward with 
excitement. Please bless our children, our families, and our school 
community. 

Keep us all safe, happy, and healthy over the summer holidays. Help 
us to rest, play, and enjoy this time with the people we love, so we 
are ready and refreshed for the new adventures ahead.  

Amen. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Nursery  

 

 
  

 

 

We had a fantastic EYFS Sports Day, with all of the children taking part with enthusiasm, 
determination and big smiles. They showed excellent teamwork, resilience and sportsmanship 
throughout the event, and we were incredibly proud of each and every one of them.  

After all their hard work and energetic racin g, the children thoroughly enjoyed a well -
deserved cool treat to help them celebrate and keep refreshed. Well done to all of our 
amazing EYFS superstars! 

 

We've been making the most of the warm weather while keeping cool and safe! The children 
had a fantastic Beach Day, filled with fun, laughter and lots of exciting activities.  

They also enjoyed building tents to create their own shady spaces and had a wonderful time 
exploring with plenty of water play to help them stay refreshed. It ha s been a lovely way to 
enjoy the sunshine while learning, playing and making special summer memories together.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Reception 

We have been enjoying the lovely summer weather and making the most of the sunshine. The 
children have had great fun splashing and playing in the water, helping them to stay cool while 
learning through play.  

One of the highlights of the term was our exciting  Beach Day, where the children enjoyed a 
range of seaside- themed activiti es and had lots of fun together.  

We also had a wonderful Cultural Day , celebrating the different cultures and backgrounds 
within our school community. The children took part in a variety of activities, learning about 
traditions, music, food and clothing fr om around the world. It was great to earn from one 
another. 

We also had the opportunity to watch the Year 6 Concert. The children were wonderful 
audience members and enjoyed seeing the fantastic performance. 

This week, we have also had successful transition days, where the children visited their new 
classrooms and met their new teachers. They all showed amazing confidence and enthusiasm, 
and we are very proud of how well they embraced this exciting step. 

 

 

A heartfelt thank you to all our parents and carers for your kindness, encouragement, and 

support throughout our busy year in Reception. We have loved watching your children grow 

and wish you all a happy, relaxing summer!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
 
 
 

   

        

News from the Tree House 

What a hot end to another busy half term!  
 
The children in The Treehouse have had a great end to the year. Our Science topic about 
˪æúĆÀġíĀç ÀĀÓ ĚíĀ÷íĀç˫ ëÀĚ ÌÙÙĀ ÙĀöĆĴÙÓ ÌĴ Àúú Ćæ ġëÙ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀː ¢ëÙĴ ëÀıÙ ġÙĚġÙÓ Ćĥġ úĆġĚ Ćæ
different items to se e if they float or sink and enjoyed playing with the water at the same time! 
The children have also looked at weather, exploring ice with hidden items inside. The children 
planted their own seeds and have looked at a variety of plants and flowers.  
 
In Art , the children have explored different materials and colours. Using our learning about 
the weather, the children painted the Treehouse wall with a sun and clouds.  
 
In Maths we have looked at 2D and 3D shapes, using them in patterns, creating pictures and 
learning their names and properties.  
 
We have been working on developing fine motor skills to support holding pencils correctly. 
The children enjoy messy play activities to support this.  
 
Core words we have looked at this half term are: when, open, turn, over, under, yes. We 
continue to work ĆĀ ˪M ĲÀĀġˌː˫ µíġë Àúú Ćæ ġëÙ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ ġĆ ĚĥēēĆĖġ ġëÙÿ íĀ ġëÙíĖ ĖÙĕĥÙĚġíĀçː 
 

It has been a wonderful year watching the children 

grow in confidence, independence and curiosity. We are 

incredibly proud of all they have achieved and wish 

everyone a happy, safe and relaxing summer break. 



 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 1 

This term, the excitement continued as the children watched the chrysalises carefully until 

beautiful butterflies finally emerged. They were fascinated to observe the butterflies 

stretching their wings, feeding, and growing stronger each day. The highlight of the 

experience was releasing them into the school grounds, watching them flutter away into the 

wild. It was a magical moment that brought  our learning about life cycles to life and 

encouraged the children to appreciate and care for the natural world.  

For DT Day, the Year 1 children became budding chefs as they made delicious and healthy fruit 
smoothies using bananas, strawberries, and oranges. They carefully washed the fruit, peeled 
the bananas and oranges, and prepared the strawberries before adding everything to the 
blender. The children took turns blending the ingredients until they were smo oth and creamy, 
and everyone enjoyed tasting their homemade smoothies.  

This hands- on activity helped the children develop their food preparation skills, follow simple 
instructions, and learn about the importance of making healthy food choices. They also 
explored different fruit flavours and discovered that healthy snacks can be both nutritious and 
delicious! 

 



 

 

 

 

     
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

      

 

News from Year 2 

We have had a very busy final term in year 2. We have created Ferris Wheels and wheeled 
monsters in our design technology units. We Looked at the job of the axle and how it allows 
the wheels to turns and we also learnt how to be critical in order to modify and improve our 
designs. 

 

We also had our class trip to Sywell Country Park. The children took part in three fun 
activities. A habitat hunt, orienteering and a scavenger hunt. It was an incredible day of fun 
and learning. 

 



 

 
 
 

In R.E, we ëÀıÙ ÌÙÙĀ úÙÀĖĀíĀç Àúú ÀÌĆĥġ +ĖÀĀÎë ʺ ˪2íÀúĆçĥÙ ÀĀÓ 8ĀÎĆĥĀġÙĖ˫ ÀĀÓ ĲÙ ëÀıÙ
ġëĆĖĆĥçëúĴ ÙĀöĆĴÙÓ íġˍ µÙ˫ıÙ úĆĆ÷ÙÓ Àġ VĥÓÀíĚÿ ÀĀÓ MĚúÀÿˋ ÀĚ ĲÙúú ÀĚ -ëĖíĚġíÀĀíġĴ ÀĀÓ ëĆĲ ĚĆÿÙ
of the learning as linked to one another. Take a look at some art pieces to show the J ewish 
æÙĚġíıÀú Ćæ ˪sÀĚĚĆıÙĖ˫ː 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

µÙ ëÀıÙ ÌÙÙĀ ĲĖíġíĀç ĚĆÿÙ íĀÎĖÙÓíÌúÙ ĚġĆĖíÙĚ íĀ ZíġÙĖÀÎĴ ġëíĚ ġÙĖÿˍ µÙ˫ıÙ ēĖÀÎġíĚÙÓ íĀÎúĥÓíĀç
adverbs of time and place to open our sentences.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 3 



 

Year 3 absolutely loved culture day! With Mrs Talwar, we learnt all about Punjab in India, learnt 
some Bhangra moves and designed our own phulkari designs. With Miss Qambi, we learnt all 
about Somalia and made our own animal masks inspired by the country's  wildlife. Take a look at 
how cool they were!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 3 this week, we stepped into the role of travel writers, creating persuasive travel guides 
all about India. We were incredibly impressed with the creativity and effort that went into the 
ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ˫Ě æíĀÀú ēíÙÎÙĚː 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

News from Year 4 

 We are incredibly proud of our Year 4 and Year 5 violinists, who delivered a magnificent 

concert this week! The children showcased fantastic musical skill, expertly demonstrating 

both pizzicato (plucking) and bowing techniques. It was wonderful to watch them use their 

whole bodies to feel and represent the rhythm of the music. A huge thank you to the parents 

who came along to support the performance i˞t was truly a pro ud moment for our school 

community!   

Our Year 4 pupils enjoyed an exciting taste of secondary school life during a hands -on Science 
and Technology Day at St. Paul's. The children did lots of practical learning, examining 
specimens under real microscopes and getting creative in the technology labs. They put their 
design skills to the test by making pop - up puppets, learning to safely use electric sewing 
machines and blind tasting in the food tech department. Our pupils repre sented us brilliantly, 
showing fantastic enthusiasm for the big adventures ahead!    
 



 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 5 

Year 5 has enjoyed a range of exciting learning experiences across the curriculum. In music, 
the children have been learning to play "Shosholoza", developing their instrumental skills 
while exploring the rhythm and cultural significance of this traditional South African song.  

In science, we have been investigating the life cycle of plants. The children identified the 
different  parts of a flower  and learned about the important role each part plays in 
reproduction and the growth of new plants.  

As part of our  British Values  learning, we explored the topic of  stereotypes  and discussed why 
it is important not to make assumptions about ot hers. The children reflected on fairness, 
respect and individuality before symbolically  "binning" stereotypes  as a reminder to celebrate 
our differences and treat everyone with kindness and respect.  

It has been another fantastic term of learning, and we ar e proud of the curiosity, teamwork 
and thoughtful discussions shown by everyone in Year 5. 

 



 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 6 

The day has finally arrived! It is hard to believe that our wonderful Year 6 children have 
reached the end of their journey at St Monica's. Their final term has been filled with 
memorable moments, including their fantasti c production, Leavers' Mass, Prom, transition 
activities, and celebrations with friends and staff.  

As they prepare to begin an exciting new chapter at secondary school, we are incredibly proud 
of everything they have achieved during their time with us. The y have grown into confident, 
caring, and resilient young people who have been excellent role models for the younger 
children.  

 Year 6 had a wonderful time at Bawdsey Manor PGL! They took part in so many activities 

including archery, kayaking, team building and obstacle  courses. In the evenings they had a 

water fight and even got to watch the football on the big screen. They were resilient, brave 

and did us proud -  an amazing experience had by all.  

Zones of reg: 

 

During their Zones of Regulation lessons, children were given a situation and had to come up 

with ways they might feel and how they could resolve any issues in a positive way.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Performance 

 

To celebrate the end of their time at St Monica's Year 6 put on a brilliant performance of 

School of Pop. Not only did they act and dance but they sang their hearts out too! Well done 

Year 6!  

 
 
 

 

And with that, it's a wrap! As another wonderful school year comes to an end, we say a fond 
farewell to our amazing Year 6 pupils. Although we will miss them greatly, we know they are 
ready for the exciting adventures that lie ahead.  

We wish each and every one of our Year 6 children every success, happiness, and God's 
blessings as they begin this new chapter. Remember, once a St Monica's pupil, always part of 
the St Monica's family. Thank you for the memories, the laughter, and the joy you've brought to 
our school. 

Good luck, Year 6˞ we are so proud of you, and we can't wait to see all that you achieve.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOSM 

What a fantastic way to end the school year! Our annual FOSM Colour Run was another huge 
success, with children, staff and families enjoying an afternoon full of fun, laughter and lots of 
colour. 

A huge thank you to our amazing Friends of St Monica's (FOSM) for organising such a 
wonderful event, and to everyone who volunteered and supported on the day. Your hard work 
and dedication made it a truly memorable occasion for our whole school community.  

 

 

FOSM needs you!  

To continue organising these 

wonderful events and creating 

special memories for our children, 

FOSM is always looking for new 

volunteers.  

Whether you can spare a little 

time or a lot, every helping hand 

makes a difference.  

If you'd like to get involved, w e'd 

love to welcome you to the team!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports news  

What a year it has been for sport and PE! Our pupils have shown outstanding teamwork, 
determination and resilience, proudly representing St Monica's throughout the year.  

 156 pupils from Year 2 to Year 6 represented the school in tournaments and sports 
festivals across Milton Keynes.  

Highlights include:  

¶  1st ˟  MK Basketball League 

¶  1st ˟  MK Football League & 3rd in the County Finals 

¶  1st ˟  Year 5/6 Boys' Handball League 

¶  1st ˟  Year 5/6 Girls' Handball League 

¶  4th Overall  ˟MK Athletics Competition 

¶  2nd ˟  Catholic Sports Day 

 

Stantonbury Athletics:  

Congratulations to all the children who competed. It 
was an amazing day and all the children were 
magnificent considering how hot the weather was!  
 
All of these children received  medals: 
 
Junior boys relay team 1st place -  Emmanuel, 
Tanaka, Bibi and Darius (Y4) 
Senior boys relay team 1st place -  Ronel, JD, 
Jezrahiah and Gideon (Y6) 
Senior Girls relay t eam 2nd place -  Phoebe, 
Emmanuella, Alex and Danielle (Y6) 
 
75m -  Gideon 1st Place (senior) 
Senior long jump -  Gideon 1st Place 
 
50m -  Tanaka 1st place (junior) 
Long jump -  Tanaka 2nd place  
 
Triple jump -  Hadasah 3rd place (junior)  
75m -  Phoebe 2nd Place  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our whole- school Sports Days were another highlight of the year. From our youngest pupils 
in Nursery and Reception through to Year 6, every child took part with enthusiasm, 
determination and excellent sportsmanship. It was wonderful to see pupils encouraging one 
another, celebrating each other's successes and trying their very best. Thank you to all the 
parents and carers who came along to cheer the children on and help make the days such a 
memorable celebration of sport and teamwork.  

These fantastic accomplishments are a testament to  the hard work, commitment and 
enthusiasm of our pupils, as well as the dedication of our staff who give their time to coach 
and support the teams throughout the year.  

 

Finally, a huge thank you to all of our parents and carers for your  continued encouragement, 
support and help with transport to fixtures and competitions, as well as your fantastic support 
during Sports Day. Without your generosity and commitment, many of these opportunities would 
not be possible. 

Well- done to everyone involved w˞e can't wait to build on this success next year!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Ү  Eco Ambassadors Visit St Paul's 

Our Eco Ambassadors enjoyed a fascinating visit to St Paul's Catholic School, where they learned 
all about the important role bees play in our ecosystem. They had the opportunity to see a 
working hive, discover how honey is made, and find out how we can all help protect our precious 
pollinators. It was an inspiring and educational experience!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from around the school  

Ү  Spelling Bee Success 

Congratulations to all of the 
children who took part in this 
year's Spelling Bee. We were so 
impressed by the confidence, 
determination and fantastic 
spelling skills on display. Well 
done to everyone who 
participated!  

 



 

ὲ  Crazy Hair Day 

Our school was filled with colourful, creative and wacky hairstyles as children took part in Crazy 
Hair Day! Thank you to everyone who embraced the fun and helped make the day such a 
memorable one. 

 

̜  Culture Day 

We celebrated the wonderful diversity of our school community during Culture Day. Children 
proudly wore clothing representing their heritage or World Cup country and enjoyed learning 
about different cultures from around the world. It was a joyful day celebrating inclusion, respect 
and our unique traditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

⁯  Millionaires' Club Celebration  

What an incredible achievement! After reading an astonishing 36,130,182 words, it was definitely 
time to celebrate.  

Our dedicated members of the Millionaires' Club  were rewarded with a well - deserved pizza party 
and refreshing ice lollies to recognise their fantastic commitment to reading throughout the year.  

A huge congratulations to everyone who took part. Your enthusi asm, perseverance and love of 
books have led to an amazing milestone. Keep turning those pages w˞e can't wait to see how 
many words you'll read next year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Faith Ambassadors' Reflection Picnic  

Mrs Hayes and Mrs Wheatley enjoyed taking our wonderful Faith Ambassadors on a prayerful 
and reflective picnic to the Peace Pagoda at Willen Lake. 

Together, the children took time to thank God for the many blessings of the past year, reflect 
on all they have achieved as a team, and look ahead with hope and excitement for the year to 
come. 

We are incredibly proud of our Faith Ambassadors for their commitment, kindness and 
leadership throughout the year. They have been a truly fabulous team and wonderful role  
models within our school community.  

 



 

 

 

We constantly have complaints from neighbours about disruption from parking, particularly at 

the end of the school day. Please can you park observing the rules of the road, including with 

regard to stopping in the middle of the road and parking on yellow lines. Please do not block 

parking spaces, junctions, driveways or park on corners of the paths.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parking 


